
CALENDAR 
Term:Wk Date Event 

4.5 Mon 21/11 School-wide Testing.             Board Meeting. 

 Tues 22/11 HPV Catch-up (Y8 girls) 

 Wed 23/11 Management Mtg    School Athletics at 3 Kings  

 Thur 24/11  

 Fri    25/11 Admin Meeting.                Singing Assembly 

 W/E Sat: Eden Albert Festival.   GENERAL ELECTION 

4.6 Mon 28/11  

 Tue 29/22 Mgmnt Mtg.  Zone Athletics Comp. Music Soiree.  

 Wed 30/11 School Council on Harbour Clean-up 

 Thur  1/12  

 Fri      2/12 Admin Meeting.                    Formal Assembly 

 W/E Sat: Pounamu graduation 

4.7 Mon  5/12  

 Tue   6/12 Management Mtg. 

 Wed  7/12  

 Thur  8/12    

 Fri     9/12 Admin Mtg       

 W/E  

4.8 Mon 12 /12 9.30am School Prizegiving 

 Tue   13/12 Year 8 Graduation Ball 

 Wed 14/12 Reports/Portfolios go home 

 Thur  15/12   School Picnic at Parnell Pool 

 Fri     16/12 LAST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 1pm finish 

 W/E  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Comment 
 
Kowhai has enjoyed some super successes over past few weeks.  I’m sure you all 
enjoyed the Concert and the fabulous talent that was on show. Thank you to the big crowd 
of parents who came along to celebrate our students’ performances. 
 
Last week the astonishingly talented Pounamu students competed in the National 
Kapahaka competition in Whangarei.  They were placed 5

th
 overall for the whole of 

Aotearoa and had huge crowd support for their performance. This success was the 
culmination of a strong effort by children, teachers, their whanau and especially their 
talented tutors. My favourite item was the poi. Our girls were beautifully synchronised and 
looked at times like a flock of tui and others like a surging tide – awesome. (They were 
second overall for that performance). 
 

We have a number of students showing their art in the Auckland Intermediate Schools Art 
Show: Lisa Zhang, Weeney Xian,  Millie Lockett, Estelle Gallichan-Stewart, Briny 
Kennedy, Eamon Sadler,  Geena Dressler, Brooklyn Taylor, Zephyr Melchior-Edgecombe, 
and Misha Conway. The show is open until 4pm Saturday 19

th
 November at Shed 6, 90 

Wellesley Street, Auckland CBD. There are some fine artworks on show. Well worth a 
visit.  

We recently received the University of New South Wales International Competitions 
results for mathematics. A number of Kowhai students were awarded ‘Credit’. Year 7: 
Andrew Wang, Ben Spring, Harry Mackinson, Zac Evans, Rohit Rajagopal.  Year 8: Felix 
Lu Yan, Denver Ruwhiu, Ashleigh Taplin, Briny Kennedy.  

Lucas Peterson (Y7) was awarded a High Distinction for placing in the top 1% for NZ. 
Brilliant!   (Lucas, along with Joseph McNamara and Henry Kidd, also scored ‘excellence’ 
in the University of Otago Problem Solving competition.) 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Kowhai has two new Board members, following the recent election. There were 
two positions to fill and two nominees who have now been declared elected 
members.  We warmly welcome: 
 

 Susan Blayney, whose son is coming to Kowhai from Mt Eden Normal 
Primary School. 

 Kaaren  Holland-Kara, whose daughter is joining us from Owairaka 
Primary School.  

 
The school is extremely grateful to the two retiring Board members for their very 
significant commitment and contributions to Kowhai:  Kerry Hiini (recently Board 
Chair) and David Parry.  Your work has positively influenced the lives of many 
children and helped shape our school. We enjoyed having you and your children 
at Kowhai. 

The Kowhai Concert 2011 



Our student ‘engineers’ won a $1,000 award for their work in designing three projects 
around our school.  Under teacher, Sam Ibrahim’s tuition, these students developed 
projects alongside professional engineers: 

- A water conservation project which involves collecting water from the main 
classroom block to be used in the toilet block on the bottom courts. 

- A shade project to replace a large tree that had to be removed due to rot. This 
project involves a wooden pergola on a bank overlooking the rugby field, on 
which vines would be grown for shade. 

- A skateboard and scooter storage system which would enable students to store 
these safely and retrieve them easily at the end of the school day. 

The Board of Trustees is looking at developing funding streams for these projects.  

THE ENGINEERS: 

 

 

 
Paul Douglas 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
KIDS-ONLY MARKET 
Pt Chevalier Community Centre, 18 Huia Rd, Pt Chev, is holding a Kids Only Market, from 
9am to 1pm, on Saturday 19

th
 November. At this market, kids and youth are the 

stallholders.  This is a chance for kids to recycle old games, books, toys, clothing  and 
sports gear. They will also sell crafts, baking and much more! Kids will price and sell their 
merchandise. All stalls will be manned by kids (with parents helping to supervise younger 
kids). Stalls are $5 each. Call 846-1094 to book at stall or email: 
ptchev.communitycentre@xtra.co.nz. 
 
ALLSTAR BAND PROGRAMME- 2012 MUSIC LESSONS DURING SCHOOL HOURS at 
KOWHAI IN 2012 Kowhai’s Allstar teacher is Francine Werry Ph. 021 827-259 

Group / private lessons available.  We offer tuition in flute, clarinet, trumpet, saxophone, 
trombone, snare drum.  At selected schools: Ukulele, recorder and piano/keyboard 
lessons.  Enrol now for 2012 – Enrol and pay your fees by 5 p.m. Dec 16

th
, and go 

into the draw to win one of four $30.00 Smiggle vouchers.  Find out more about the 
Allstar Programme:  www.allstarbp.co.nz   Or use this link to enroll: 

http://www.allstarbp.co.nz/register/797/Francine-Werry   
  

JROCK VIDEO NOW ON-LINE   

Follow this link to view the performance of the Kowhai JRock Challenge Team 
earlier in the year :  http://www.globalrockchallenge.com/#!2881 
 
MT ALBERT GRAMMAR SWIMMING ACADEMY 
In 2012, Mount Albert Grammar School would like to reintroduce the MAGS Swimming 
Academy. They are now taking expressions of interest from parents whose children may 
be interested in trialing for this. The trials will be done at the start of Term 1.  If a swimmer 
is currently competitive they would need to be at least a Level 2 swimmer  and for non-
competitive they will need to be proficient squad level and be prepared to trial. Any 
queries, please feel free to contact:  Irene Malone Sports Administrator, Mount Albert 

Grammar School. ph: 846 2044 ext 8136  email: imalone@mags.school.nz 
 

Support the Special Olympics! 
Milk chocolate covered coconut rough and hokey pokey, white and milk chocolate 

rocky road, dark chocolate covered peanuts, Russian and chocolate fudge and 
coconut ice. 

 
A regular size is $6 and a tri-pack containing a mixture or goodies is $12.   

All proceeds support the Special Olympics. 
Call/Text 021-156-4258 to order.  Free delivery to Mt Eden and surrounding suburbs.  

No minimum purchase. 

 
ALL4ART Please contact Janine Skelton, (09) 8455110, if you are interested in private art 
lessons or holiday programmes featuring art, for your child. 
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