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The school currently operates a Samoan bi-lingual class catering for Samoan students
who have a range of competency in the English and Samoan languages. Some of the
children have come from bi-lingual programmes in their primary school and others have
some Samoan language from their home and family settings. The class caters for both
Year 7 and Year 8 students.

The distinctive characteristics of this class for Samoan students are:

e Samoan heritage is acknowledged and brought into the learning

e Samoan language is taught and developed alongside the students’ English
learning - with the aim that they develop equal ability in Samoan and English
literacy. Students’ capabilities in Samoan literacy vary widely within the class, and
while 50/50 teaching of both literacies is desirable, students’ individual needs will
determine the actual balance between the teaching of English or Samoan

Our aim is for this class to operate again in 2012. If you would like your child to be
placed in the Samoan class, please indicate on the
enrolment form.

For further information on how this class operates, feel
free to contact:

Paul Douglas (Principal) pauldouglas@kowhai.school.nz

Or

Vau Peseta (Samoan class teacher)*
vaupeseta@kowhai.school.nz

*Vau Peseta holds a Postgraduate Diploma (Literacy Specialism) from Auckland University. She
also holds a Bachelor of Education (Language and Literature) from the University of the South
Pacific, Fiji. Vau brings with her a wealth of teaching experiences, both within New Zealand and
Samoa. Prior to taking up this position, she spent 4 years teaching English at the National
University of Samoa. She has also worked at the Ministry of Education Sports and Culture
(Samoa) as an Assessment Officer in the Examination and Assessment Unit.
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